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Amendments to the claims 

(This Hsting replaces all prior versions): 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer implemented method comprising: 

accepting a segment of data from a host system, a portion of the segment identifying a 
broadcast domain; 

comparing the portion of the segment with an identifier for a selected broadcast domain; 

and 

excluding the segment of data from transmission from the host system based on the 
comparison between the portion of the segment and the identifier for the selected broadcast 
domain . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the host system comprises a computer 
system having a protocol stack configured to generate data packets. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the segment of data comprises a frame 
including one of the data packets. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the portion comprises a VLAN ID. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the VLAN ID is configured according to an 
IEEE 802. IQ VLAN protocol. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4 fiirther comprising generating the VLAN ID based 

on a network address. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the segment is excluded from 
transmission from the host system if the portion corresponds to the identifier. 
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8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the segment is excluded from 
fransmission from the host system if the portion does not correspond to the identifier. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the excluding comprises 
blocking the segment from being transmitted from the host system. 

10. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the excluding comprises 
intentionally corrupting the segment so that the segment is discarded from fraffic received over a 
network connection. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 

system. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 
system after a boot phase. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the segment is accepted from the host 

system over a data bus. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 2 fiirther comprising: 

accepting a second segment of data from a physical layer network interface, a portion of 
the second segment identifying a broadcast domain; 

comparing the portion of the second segment with an identifier for a broadcast domain 
associated with the host system; and 

sending the second segment to the host system if the portion of the second segment 
corresponds to the identifier for the broadcast domain associated with the host system. 



15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the identifier for the broadcast domain 
associated with the host system is inaccessible by the host system. 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the identifier for the broadcast domain 
associated with the host system is inaccessible by the host system after a boot phase. 

17. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 
an interface to establish a network connection; 

a network controller configured to 

accept a segment of data from a host system, a portion of the segment identifying 
a broadcast domain; 

compare the portion of the segment with an identifier for a selected broadcast domain; 

and 

exclude the segment of data from transmission from the host system based on the 
comparison between the portion of the segment and the identifier for the selected broadcast 
domain . 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the host system comprises a computer 
system having a protocol stack configured to generate data packets. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the segment of data comprises a frame 
including one of the data packets. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19 wherein the portion comprises a VLAN ID. 

21. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the segment is excluded 
from transmission from the host system if the portion corresponds to the identifier. 

22. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the segment is excluded 
from transmission from the host system if the portion does not correspond to the identifier. 

23. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the excluding comprises 
blocking the segment from being transmitted from the host system. 
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24. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the excluding comprises 
intentionally corrupting the segment so that the segment is discarded from fraffic received over a 
network connection. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 

system. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 
system after a boot phase. 

27. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 
a host system; 

an interface to establish a network connection between a network and the host system; 

and 

a network confroUer configured to 

accept a segment of data from the host system, a portion of the segment 
identifying a broadcast domain; 

compare the portion of the segment with an identifier for a selected broadcast domain; 

and 

exclude the segment of data from transmission from the host system based on the 
comparison between the portion of the segment and the identifier for the selected broadcast 
domain . 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27 further comprising a management system having a 
protocol stack configured to generate management packets. 



29. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the host system comprises a computer 
system having a protocol stack configured to generate data packets. 
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30. (Original) The system of claim 28 wherein the segment of data comprises a frame 
including one of the data packets. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 29 wherein the portion comprises a VLAN ID. 

32. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the segment is excluded from 
the host system if the portion corresponds to the identifier. 

33. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the segment is excluded from 
the host system if the portion does not correspond to the identifier. 

34. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the excluding comprises 
blocking the segment from being fransmitted from the host system. 

35. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the excluding comprises 
intentionally corrupting the segment so that the segment is discarded from fraffic received over a 
network connection. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 

system. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the identifier is inaccessible by the host 
system after a boot phase. 

38. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 
a router; 

a host system; 

an interface to establish a network connection between the router and the host system; 

and 

a network confroUer configured to 



Applicant : Thomas M. Slaight Attorney's Docket No.: 10559-916001 /P17368 

Serial No. : 10/741,533 

Filed : December 19, 2003 

Page : 7 of 11 

accept a segment of data from the host system, a portion of the segment 
identifying a broadcast domain; 

compare the portion of the segment with an identifier for a selected broadcast domain; 

and 

exclude the segment of data from transmission from the host system based on the 
comparison between the portion of the segment and the identifier for the selected broadcast 
domain . 

39. (Original) The system of claim 38 wherein the portion comprises a VLAN ID. 



